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SGTCF Forum Meeting
4th February 2016

The Royal British Legion, Effingham
1000 – 1400hrs 

	
	

	Chair: John Hockley (JH)

	Attendees: Hilda Brazil (HB), Mark Haythorne (MH), Ann Wilson (AW), Kathy Robinson SCA (KR), Charmaine Valler CV (FFT), James Nicholls Effingham PC and Forum (JN), Arnold Pinder Effingham PC, Rodney Bates GBC, Jo Packman GBC, Kerry Evans SCC- FIS-EYCS, Clare Burgess SCC PH, Kath Gregory Health, Sue Murphy - Catalyst, Tim Prideau - Crimestoppers, Ian Matthews SABP CAMHS, Tyler Martin – The Challenge NHSS, N. Wilson SCC, Garry Flitton SCC, Paul Mullarkey SCA, Anita Clarke Surrey Police, Janie Gregory GRT, Marie Gregory GRT, Rachel Baker NHS, Tina ESDAS, L Rice RSPCA, Teresa Bray REMA – TES, Linda Johnson SCC, Kate Binfield SCC,  Justine Glynn EA, Gina Green - Bucks Surrey Trading Standards, Celia Smith GRT Hatchingtan (CS), Mary Lee GRT (ML), Ann James Mole Valley & Epsom, Ewell Green Party, Kirsty McMurray SDCCG, Tom Elnick SDCCG, Jade Winnett SDCCG, Mark Giles GRT The Paddocks, Joe Smith GRT, Clifford Smith GRT. (Unfortunately not everyone signed in, there were more people)

	Apologies: Lesley Underwood (Treasurer), Kim White (Kent), Angela Rayner SECAMBS, Adam Luck, Nick Walter (CRI), Ian Campbell, Pam Howard (Carers Support), Shiraz Mirza (PCC), Yvonne Hudson-Vaughan (Action for Carers), Elaine Walker (SCC Public Health), Miriam Wakerley (Author)

	#
	Issues Raised
	Action

	Agenda Items

	1. 
	 Welcome and Introduction from JH
John announced that this is his last Forum as Chair but he would still attend meetings.

Training has been an important part of the Forum this year.

There will be an event in Effingham on the 17th February in King George V hall.

HB – This well show that GRT have a right to live in community and give views from both sides.

JN – This is also for people who may meet GRT and are ignorant of the issues for this community, they will be better informed.

JH – The Traveller Movement in London have a conference on the 25th February. We have details if anyone interested.
MH – There is some funding for Self- Employment and Employment. There is an opportunity to get training for a job in Gatwick, HGV etc. Details are at the entrance.

When we showed the Holocaust film recently we had a good response on lots of subjects from people who attended, we need more, we have been criticized in the past from only having opinion from HB.

HB – we need varied age group views, we don’t need names but just to give a wider view.

	Action:



	2. 
	Treasurers’ Report
£5823-00 further update from Lesley Underwood as accounts being audited at present.

	Action:

 

	3. 
	Minutes of management meeting 12th January 2016
JH read the minutes to everyone and they were agreed as representative of the meeting

Minutes from Forum 20th October 2015

JH read the minutes to everyone and they were agreed a representative of the meeting 

Proposed HB, 2nd MH

	Action:


	4. 
	Check a Trade/Trading Standards
JN and Jon Faragher
JF – History of involvement with families and is amazed at friends/people who talked about GRT. He would like to change things, he has worked for companies who got suspended from Checkatrade and tried to fight it and was unsatisfied with the response. We then met with GRT who had been refused after  0nly 2 weeks.

HB – no personal information handed to us

Presentation from Gina Trading Standards Manager

Gina is disappointed with individual hearings of people’s experiences of CheckaTrade and Trading Standards.

HB – there are a lot of GRT sites and for those who are trying to set up or have established business, we have found that when enquiries are made the address flashes up as Gypsy site. I’m concerned and know that GRT are aware of blacklisting.
Gina – We will challenge that and look at addresses that have had this.

CV – Fathers and sons often have the same name.

Nathan Smith – I tried to join but was told I needed to have a business that been running for 6 months. I got a visit from a man who said he would help me with the paperwork, he took my money, I didn’t hear from him for a month and was then told they would not process my application.

Joseph Smith – I am very passionate about this, I am not a bad man, I have a family and a mortgage to pay. I joined CheckaTrade 8 or 9 years ago. I have 1000’s customer references. Still not sorted.

Referred to Gina for private conversation.

JH we will try to get another presentation for next Forum


	Action:
JH to try and get another presentation



	5. 
	Brighter Future – Mark Haythorne
Mark gave a brief presentation on Brighter Future
Holocaust Film which was shown in Thorndike Theatre

Mary Lee- Frightened it could happen again

AP – level of exclusion wasn’t mentioned

JP – didn’t realise the extent of this

KB – communities gave them up

KR – they nearly succeeded

Hopefully will bring people together.

MH – We didn’t get permission until the last minute.

JG – How can we get to see this film?

.
	Action:



	6. 
	Sites
There have been a lot of rumours about sites being sold in Surrey.

JH – Surrey news about selling sites has escalated and enquiries have been nonstop.
Rob McDonald SCC – I manage the technical team and John and Gary. Last year we looked at how we could save money, we will do the same again this year, so the sale of sites comes into this. We need to communicate this to the residents on sites that no decisions have been made, it is only at early discussion stage.

HB – do you do this regularly?

RM – funding is always discussed. We do not want to alarm tenants, there will be additional plots and I am happy to do this, it will alleviate problems.

JH – Are any sites being sold? We have heard Bagshot site is   being sold in 2 months.

RM – we haven’t even talked about it yet.

Celia S – We need a voice. We need fair treatment, not to be run by GRT members. We won’t be able to afford the rent and will have no protection. I can’t understand. There will be no security for us. I thought living on a site would give us security. I am a decent person and I am asking you to protect us.

HB – if the in worse case came and they were sold, would the Council be able to rehome families? This will create more problems than resolve any.
RM – We are learning more about this from Sussex and Hampshire who have sold.

CV – We should have the right to buy our own plot.

RM – everyone would have to pay for communal amenities.

CV – 90% of private sites are better maintained, they maintain themselves.

RM – there are lots of things to consider.

HB – there aren’t enough sites anyway, people struggle to pay rent now, the turnover is poor, unless there is a death. Haven’t got a way out, it will cost more when people end up back on the road. The planning process is difficult enough, pass the private sites that will help.

RM – we have considered transit sites.

HB – we wouldn’t want transit sites as it encourages people back on the road. We need more consultation from GRT at the beginning of discussions.
RM – we need to visit sites to get the feedback from residents.

CS – there is a great fear from this, people are frightened.

Mary L – people need an answer.

CS – who else would want to buy?

RM –we are drawing conclusions from other counties, we want the best way to serve the community.

CS – hindsight is no good further down the line. Lives will be turned upside down, too late to say we shouldn’t have done it. Kent has and most English Gypsies have been put off their sites. Please value our lives.

Tara – you build on greenbelt for schools etc why not sites?

RM it is difficult decision because of so many things to consider, population etc.

KR – how will housing association make a profit if a site is at a loss?

HB – no communication in past with site tenants, and not a good relationship formed with tenants. Now there is a great change with newsletters etc, so it is getting better in Surrey. If people are happier on site now then better relationship and communication with SCC.

CV - £9000 from rent on her site at Ash Bridge but there was no work done, not even in utility blocks.

RM – need to get to know the sites and need the communication.

CV – there should be a support network for those who but plots.

HB – what about those who can’t buy?

JH – there is no change.

JP –will GRT be consulted?

RM – yes but nothing happening and no proper discussions yet.

CS –what would be the next step to protect ourselves?

David Munro – go to your county councilor, invite them round, we don’t always know, let me know.

MH – Brighter Future SCC, is about accommodation I would like you to come to the meetings. 

This discussion will continue.


	Action:



	7. 
	Presentation from Linda Johnson
Fostering in the GRT community

	Action:



	8. 
	 Presentation from Pollymarch Mather SCC
Community Hospital Review

	Actions:


	9. 
	 Presentation from Nathalie Wilson
Adult Social Care (what does your council offer?)

	Actions:


	10. 
	A.O.B

	Actions:


	11.
	Open debate
	Actions:

	12.
	DONM

Next  meeting is 10am on Wednesday 8th June 2016 at Surrey History Centre Woking
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	Details of completion

	SGTCF Actions

	1. 
	To arrange guest speakers including Trading Standards/CheckaTrade
	JH
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