27. 04. 17 Forum Special Meeting
Notes and Action Points
Present - John Hockley, Mark Haythorne (chaired meeting), Jeremy Harte, Lalage Grundy (took notes), Lily Jones
Apologies – Ann Wilson, Billy Jo Sines, Cathy Robinson, Hilda Brazil, James Nicholls, 
1. Welcome, introductions
2. Confidentiality within meeting confirmed
3. Updates – 

a) E learning – will be sent to Hilda when she returns for discussion
b)  Ann has stepped down from vice chair post though not from Forum. 
c) Funders (Peoples Health Trust) have now closed GRT Voice community project, money to be returned will be about £43,000, may retain sewing and other groups, use as pilot for other projects, supported by Forum. Agree to invest a small amount to keep things going at present, up to £500 for expenses, done through volunteers. Lily said that there was still interest in the sewing group.
4. Next 6 months plan – 
Bridie Bath, Cheyenne Bath (Ash Manor students) joined group
General agreement about main aims of Forum, including tackling discrimination, access to services, work, health, housing, protection of culture, community relations, opportunities. Students wanted more activities for young people and support with discrimination. See notes below.
Plan for activity in next 6 months, reduced due to lack of availability of several people, to include:- 
1. Establish Youth Forum

2. Attend Surrey Minority Ethnic Forum

3. Postpone change of constitution to a CIO

4. Date of next forum meeting and AGM agreed for Sept 26th (or another day that week if venue can’t be found for that day)
5. Sustain GRT Voice community projects where possible

6. Romany Days at Rural Life Centre June 17/18th
7. Work with area of community conflict

8. Write letter to SCC supporting Brighter Futures Project Officer’s (Mark’s) role with Gypsy community

Next meeting of Management Committee: Tuesday 20th of June 10:15 for 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM, Jeremy will see if we can have a room at Bourne Hall, parking tokens to be provided.

AGM will be in the last week of September. Mark will arrange and circulate information.

NOTES

Youth clubs, activities for young people 

Input from youth forum

Discrimination

Treated differently in school by some teachers and out of school
Blaming and labelling to stop

Fair treatment

Job prospects, 

Housing

Marrying young, more on sites, these girls wouldn’t be allowed to marry at 16 

Lumping all Travellers together, don’t want Travellers here eg 
Getting more subtle, eg pubs closed ‘for repairs’, post code refusals, Checkatrade refusals

GRT people have a right to have the same kind of choices as everyone else (Mark)
Jeremy - 
Lalage – see notes

Getting people together eg demonstrations

Heritage – history and culture – proactive incl media

How to involve people

Lunches

Need holding operation for 6 months

