Surrey Gypsy Traveller Communities Forum

Minutes of a committee meeting

held by Zoom, 17th January 2024
1. Welcome from John Hockley (host)

Present: John Hockley, Jack Ayres,  Nikki Parkhill, Dee Cooper, TJ Cooper, Lalage Grundy, Jeremy Harte, Andy Hill, Jean Howey, Cheryl Wood
Apologies: BB Duffey
Guests: Emma Booth, Siobhan Deeney, Gus Kerswell, Lindsay Plumridge, Susie Reeve

2. Minutes

Action points from the Forum meeting of 29th November were agreed.
3. River Thames Scheme
Siobhan Deeney outlined the scheme. In Runnymede and Spelthorne there would be new channels taking water off the Thames; they were to control flooding, and to make open space more accessible for recreation. The channels would run along existing streams, expanding into lakes to take surplus water, and contracting into tunnels where they met roads. One channel would prevent flooding near the site at Littleton Lane: not close, but cycle and pedestrian routes would run between the M3 and the site. No other Council sites were affected. There would also be works to Sunbury, Molesey and Teddington weirs. For people who lived on the water, there would be a drop of 0.5 to 0.9m in flood time, but the rate of flow would not increase significantly. Some downstream moorings at Sunbury and Teddington would be shifted. From January to March 2024 there would be eleven in-person consultations in the Thameside towns and villages. Completion was due in 2030. She would circulate a plan overlaying the standard map so we could locate roads and places. We could have information for our Facebook and Instagram pages, and brochures dropped off at Bourne Hall.
4. Littleton Lane
Cheryl introduced this. All the land in this area had flooded. The chalets weren’t affected because they were two feet off ground level, but the utility blocks had been flooded and would need to be fitted out from new. Nobody wanted emergency accommodation, but their equipment in the utility blocks had been damaged and the Surrey Crisis Fund no longer replaced white goods. Some relief had gone through, especially from John’s team. The assessors needed to report on damage to the white goods: no-one could go into the blocks until they had been cleaned. As yet we didn’t know who needed what: she had asked everyone to take photos so they could prove ownership. Officially there were ten residents but other people had doubled up on pitches. Before spending money, we should wait for the assessors’ report. We didn’t know what had been lost apart from the white goods. The British Red Cross might be able to help, and she was going to ask Homebase and the British Heart Foundation. We could set a fundraising target and divide the money equally among residents. We could crowdfund relief on the website and through Travellers’ Times. But first we would wait for more information.
5. Runnymede New Site
Nikki introduced this. The first of Runnymede’s new sites, Cholsey Green in Chertsey, was under way; 5 pitches would be available there in March 2025. She would send round a plan. Pitches were reserved for those who were Gypsy or other Traveller, and who had a local connection. They would all be sold.
6. Romany Night
Dee introduced this. She had been to Bourne Hall, confirmed the booking for 15th June and spoken to the manager. It was intended as an event for adults, not children. There would be soft drinks but not alcohol. Now we needed to take out liability insurance –Public Liability at £5 million and Employer Liability at £10 million – which would cost £120. And we needed to have Billy Pidgley’s sound equipment Pat-tested, which the University of Surrey would do if we paid diesel costs for transporting it there. There would be table seating for 80 and stalls (4 allocated to craftspeople and 4 to organisations). It would be good to have someone from the church singing, perhaps Ambrose Cooper. We should have an invitation list including potential funders, allocate seats to them, and put out the rest on Eventbrite. John, Jack and Andy could be doormen. Dolly would design banners for the Forum, with an updated logo and QR codes for the website and the Facebook page.
7. Routes Planning Training
Nikki said that as this was in BB’s hands, we would hold it over to the next meeting.
8. Conference at University of Surrey
Nikki introduced this. The University of Surrey had offered us a conference space on Wednesday 12 June. It would be a 9–5 booking, with people attending 9.30 to 3.30. The hall took 400 so we could have speakers and workshops, something like Cultural Awareness Training on a larger scale. We could invite the NHS group and the Mary Frances Trust, with other speakers addressing education and health, including dementia testing. Jack could do a session on running your own business. Nikki had money set aside for this and the University would pay for the venue. The date was very close to Romany Night on the 15th but we could manage both events.
9. Constitution
Nikki introduced this. We needed to review this; the document was longer and more complicated than most constitutions because it had been written to make us a charity and an employer. In any case it needed updating because times had changed.  We needed to register as a Volunteer Group.
10. AOB
Lalage proposed that we respond to the proposed site at Wickham Lane, TW20 8NU, apparently 10 pitches with utility blocks. The planning application was not accessible online, and there was no map, you had to visit the Council office. Wilsons Children’s Funfairs had the farm at the back; it wasn’t clear yet whether the site was for Gypsies or Showpeople Usually we would have welcomed a new site without any reservations, having been campaigning for them for so long, but this one was right on the M25 and there would be issues with health, safety and marginalisation.  Should we be supportive, or should we say that this kind of location was not on? She would phone the planning officer We were a week into the 21 days allowed for consultation.
